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HOW DOES THIS SLIDE MAKE YOU FEEL?
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HOW ABOUT THIS ONE?
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“Toss your Powerpoint
presentations”
-Dr. John Medina
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BRAIN RULES:

https://www.slideshare.net/garr/brain-rules-for-presenters/15-Why_is_heso_happ_y
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https://www.slideshare.net/garr/brain-rules-for-presenters/15-Why_is_heso_happ_y
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A FEW RULES THAT MATTER…

RULE #3

Every Brain 

is Wired 

Differently

RULE #10

Vision Trumps 

All Other 

Senses

RULES #5 & #6

Repeat to Remember / 

Remember to Repeat

RULE #4

We Don’t Pay 

Attention to 

Boring Things
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RULES #3

EVERY BRAIN IS WIRED

DIFFERENTLY



BRAINBOWS
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RULE #4

WE DON’T PAY

ATTENTION TO BORING

THINGS
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AVOID THE BLACK HOLE

Big Picture and Ideas First
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THE CLOCK IS TICKING!
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CHUNKY

IRSYMCAKGBIBMFBIIRSYMCAKGBIBMFBI
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RULES #5 & #6

REPEAT TO REMEMBER / 

REMEMBER TO REPEAT
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REPEAT TO REMEMBER

…So, how does this relate to data presentations?

AUTOMATIC PROCESSING EFFORTFUL PROCESSINGVS.

Work is Here

Think back on how you successfully passed exams…
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REPEAT TO REMEMBER
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TEST

How many pieces of 
information can be 
held in 30 seconds?
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RULE #10

VISION TRUMPS ALL

OTHER SENSES
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SLIDES MATTER!
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…BUT PICTURES MATTER MORE

RECOGNITION DOUBLES FOR A PICTURE COMPARED TO TEXT

0% 50% 100%

Text Only

Pictures Only
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KISS

CONCRETE TEXT ELICITS VISUAL CUES

0% 50% 100%

Abstract

Concrete
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WHY DOES ALL OF THIS MATTER?

RULE #3
Every Brain is Wired Differently

 Know Your Audience

 What Three Things

RULE #4
We Don’t Pay Attention to 
Boring Things

 Tell A Story

 Big Picture First

 Colour Patterns

 10 Minute Hustle

RULES #5 & #6
Repeat to Remember /
Remember to Repeat

 Find a Couple Ways To Show Your 

Data

 Have a Conclusion

 Tap Their Emotions

RULE #10
Vision Trumps All Other Senses

 Vision Is Dominent Uses Half The 
Brain’s Resources

 Cut Back On The Text.  Make It 
Concrete

 A Picture Is Worth A Thousand 
Words

 Use Smartart And Adapt

SOME QUICK TIPS TO PUT THAT BOW ON YOUR DATA ANALYSIS:
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RESOURCES

• Kathleen M. Edwards, CAE Resource Videos for the CAS:

http://www.casact.org/education/resources/index.cfm?fa=resource_videos

• Brain Rules Website:

http://brainrules.net/about-brain-rules



Contact Information:

Stephanie Gould Rabin
Head of Corporate Strategy

Holborn Corporation
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